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Pottstown Zoning Board  

Dear Messrs. Johnson, Patrizi, Harp, Lenhart and Halloway: 

We, the Executive Director and Board of Directors of ArtFusion 19464, are writing to you to request 

that you grant the zoning variance that is necessary for the survival of the Beech Street project. 

We understand that there are concerns about sufficient parking for this project. We also agree that 

insufficient parking might present a burden to the neighbors and would impact their quality of life. 

However, the quality of life of residents in Pottstown, and particularly on Beech Street, is also our 

concern. We strongly believe that the Beech project is in the best interests of residents of Beech 

Street in particular and Pottstown in general. 

 

To begin, the proposed number of parking spaces is sufficient.  Don’t forget, when this project was 

given conditional approval, there existed more than sufficient spaces to meet the zoning 

regulations.  However, the rules changed mid-project, resulting in far reaching consequences.  But, 

even before the zoning changes took place Housing Visions, on its own, took the steps necessary to 

purchased additional land in order to create 80 parking spaces.  Why?  Housing Visions is not a 

newcomer to neighborhood revitalization.  It understands that it must consider the needs of the 

entire neighborhood and it has gone to great lengths to address the neighbors’ concerns.  It has 

also spent 25 years successfully revitalizing and redeveloping communities such as Pottstown.  As 

such, the testimony of Housing Visions, as well as its architect and other experts, carries significant 

weight.  

Further, the idea that Housing Visions can simply buy additional adjacent parking is misplaced.  

There is no other property that is readily available.  Although this seems impossible due to of the 

number of abandoned properties in Pottstown, the reality is that these properties are tied up with a 

lot of red tape. Indeed, it took over a year for Housing Visions to acquire the property that will 

provide additional parking. Simply put, there isn't anything else.  Requiring the impossible of 

Housing Visions will mean that the project will die and that would be a tragedy for Pottstown.   

It is important to recognize that the Fecerra’s building, in its current condition, is a blighted, 

crumbling factory and a magnet for crime. The restoration of this physical building would do a great 

deal in improving the quality of life on this stretch of Beech Street, and by extension, the Pottstown 

community. It will provide a home to ArtFusion 19464 and further promote the arts within our 

community.  It will provide safe, clean and secure affordable (not low income) housing to the 

residents of Pottstown.  As you heard during the meeting on August 11th, even the residents who 
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expressed concern about parking want to see this project go forward. Occasionally searching for a 

parking space pales in comparison to the troubles faced by living near this abandoned property. 

Most importantly, your decision to grant the zoning variance is vital to Pottstown’s future.  We know 

that, as public servants, you have the best interests of Pottstown in mind. You demonstrate that by 

dedicating your time to serving on the zoning board.   If the zoning board grants the variance, it will 

plant the first seeds of revitalization in Pottstown.  The zoning board will set a precedent that will 

encourage other developers to consider Pottstown and each of you will be recognized as leaders 

that championed positive change for our community.   

 

Please, do the right thing, and make the Beech Street Project a reality.   
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