THREADS OF A STORY: CONTINUED FINAL REPORT
We would like to sincerely thank our sponsors for making this exhibit possible. Your monetary support went a long
way into our community, and we were able to create an educational experience that provoked discussion and
deeply affected our community. We also exceeded our expectations both in attendance and in in-kind services
provided as a result of this exhibit.
September 7, 2012: Opening night reception
We had 115 people in attendance at this invitation-only event. Charlotta Janssen, artist; Lew Zuckman, a New York
Freedom Rider; and Levaughn Brown, a Mississippi Freedom Rider; all spoke eloquently to the crowd. Their stories
were very personal and inspiring. We have enclosed some newspaper articles about the evening.
We also started cataloging attendees by taking their mug shot (for those willing). Each participant held up their own
unique identification number and were photographed against a map of Pottstown. We posted the mug shots on our
Facebook page, which created a lot of buzz and helped further promote the exhibit.
Through the duration of the exhibit:
We had over 600 students and teachers from both Pottstown (497) and Pottsgrove (121) school districts come to
our facility for free field trips. Below is a description of what those students experienced.
•

The field trip began with an age-appropriate historical talk on the civil rights movement. (For example,
younger students were read a story about Ruby Bridges and discussed how the struggle for civil rights
affected children who were close to their age. Older students were introduced to Strange Fruit, a poem
written by Abel Meerople and put to music by Billie Holiday.) A student secretary took notes, keeping track of
the issues and questions they discussed. Each talk was highly personalized to the group of students.

•

This interactive discussion provided a backdrop for the artwork the students came to see. Part of this talk
included the students boarding an imaginary bus for a virtual Freedom Ride to the south. The facilitator
engaged the students in conversation about the people portrayed in the artwork, both the famous like Rosa
Parks and also the everyday heroes who are not so well known.

•

After the gallery and historical talks are finished, students were split into two groups. One group watched a
video of the artist as she painted and then participated in an art project themselves. The second group
remained in the gallery and worked on a provided scavenger hunt. The purpose of the scavenger hunt was to
get the students to take a close look at the artwork and learn more about the people represented in the
portraits. The groups then switched places and completed the other activity.

•

Before students left, they were encouraged to talk to their friends and family and ask about memories and
stories they may have about the time. Students were asked to bring their stories back to their schools for
further discussion.

In addition to opening reception guests, students and teachers, we had an additional 502 visitors in to see the
exhibit. This increased our foot traffic by roughly 550%
Total Expenses:
Total In-Kind Donations:
Total Income:

$9,907.06
$9,438.84
$8,824.00
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